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JAPANS STATED tt 
The charge of idolatry is so frequently 
brought against pious people ia the East 
that otherwise intelligent westerns have 
permitted repeated asseverations to over- 
rule good judgment. <A Japaneseissaid 
to bave written howe that one of the 
commonest forms of Christianity was 
couch-worshtt, as he had seen several 
ae epee kueel down and worship their 
eds night and morning. Still others 
have described Europeans as setting up 
Images of their great men, whom they | 
revered with sacred honors annually, | 
hanging garlands of flowers upon tlie 
Images and adoring them as the Chinese 
do their ancestors. Such honours are 
usually paid in the East to divine per- 
sonages only, and the Lord Buddha is 
kept ever in view of ihe people in Budd 


! d4sth. 
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hist countries in this way, just as Jesus 
and the Virgin and saints are by Rowan 
Catholics. Christendom has never erect- 
ed such a memorial to the founder of 
its religion as Japan bas in the image 
above depicted. It is of colossal size 
and impresses the spectator with aseuse 
of majesty and peaceful repose that no 
mere picture can ever suygest. The 
posture is that of contemplation or oc- 
cult meditation—reul prayer, in fact. 
The posture of the limbs and hands 
should be noted, and the eve of Siva, 
the ‘single eye” of Matt. vi, 22, is repre- 
sented on the forehead. Ceylon has a 
colossai upriglit statue of the Lord Budd- 
hain the attitude of tesching, hand up- 
lifted. Another seri.» of statues, re- 
ecumbent, represent the approach of 
One at Dumballais 47 feet long. 


WINTER THOUGHTS. 


T think, dear Northern billa, T love you liest 
When, as to-ñav, a mantle pure and fair 
Hangs on cour every slope anil clit? and erest. 
ASB ar sorne Wizard hand had laid it 
there. 


Oh. itis sweet these lengthening Morns to sce 
The shadows lino of summits, one by one, 
Flush toa sudden, tender ratiianey 
In the tivst glory of the risen sun. 


And in thar wondrous hush aud glow all 
thought 
Seems common, the most reverent speech 
profane ; = 
‘Tis e'en ag though the Nature-worship taught 
In other ages moved in ùs again. __ 
W. H. T, P. in Belfast Weekly News, J6 
February, 18%. 


TREOSOFHY. 


The Theosophical Society was formed 
in 1875 by H. P. Blavatsky, who was 
sent to New York from India, whereshe 
had been initiated iuto the Occult or 
Secret Mysteries. Sle was sent by the 
Mahatinas or Great Souls, who are said 
ro live in the region beyoud the Hima- 
laya Mountains. They are a body of men 
vathered there froin all parts of the} 
worhl for the purpose of preserving aud 
substantiating in all its details the anci- 
ent wisdom of the Godls—Theosophy | 
This wisdom is said to have been given | 
ly the Gods, or what are called in Theo 
supliy Planetary Spirits, lotelligeuces 
whose will keaps the plauets in their 
proper orbits in space, just as onr wills 
lirect our bodies when we walk the 
street, H. P Blavatsky had gone to 
Tulia in her search for secret teaching 
concerning the biws of nature and iwan, 
and hiaving been adinitted iuto the 
Brotherhood she was chosen as a fit per- 
son tu spread the light of Theosophy 
through the western world, It was con: | 
siJerel by these Adepts tliat the west 
had risen to a point of civilization when 
it wits necessary that some further spiri 
tual light should be given to it, other- 
wise westerns were likely shortly to be- 
come so materialin their views that they 
would di acrov each other in their com 
petition fur wealth and the comfort ef 
their bodics. People have actually be 
come so material in theirideas tit they 
haveforgotten the laws of iuind, the liw 
of justice, the law of Reincarnation. 
They have laryely come to the concin 
sion that the ouly way to get knowledge 
of Nartre’s laws wus to start at the Lot- 
tom and build a tower to heaven. But 
weca oy soa short distance that way 
until stvpped and thrown into coufusion 
for want of a key to unlock certain 
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secret chambers of natnre and fron in- 
ability to harness the forces set in motion 
byns. Men’s sp ritual evesusht had be- 
come so blinded that they have con- 
sidered themselves mere bodies of flesh 
that conld think, plan and invent. and 
even religion had been little better in its 
teaching. So the Theosephical Society 
was begun in 1875 for the express pur- 
pose of letting men know that such a 
system of thought as Theosop y existed 
aml to assist man by study and practice 
to assimilate its divine verities. The 
work has been going on for the last 
twenty vears and has spread to nearly 
every country on the earth, for there 
are stili certain suvage tribes of men 
which are not yet sufficiently developed 
to assimilare its teachings. Theosophy 
States that the Evo, or thinker. in man 
fuust pass through all forms of experi- 
ence an] have brought civilization up 
toa certain height before these trutis 
ean be assimilared, and that is one rea- 
sou why they are so carefuily preserved 
in the Home of the Gods, as the land of 
Tadia las been called. Thesu Aepts 
tell us that there are certain cycles or 
seasons in which civilization or educa- 
tion develops very rapidly and others in 
which it is, so to speule, buried under the 
snow. I would compare these human 
seasons to the summer and winter of 
nature and take the fariner to represent 
tunse custodians of wisdom whom we 
call Mahatmas. At the proper time 
these great souls sow the seeds of wisdom 
in the ground of humanity and ae it 
sprouts and grows wwe say civilization is 
at its height; the grain is now filling 
out and will soon be ripe. Then comes 
the time for the harvest, when those 
persons who have profited by this wis- 
dovo shall be gathered iuto the Brother- 
hood of Adepts, and the winter will, 
come on wien civilization, as we say 
will be swept away again. Just as the 
farmer cuts his grain and takes it into 
the granary, # certain portion of the 
best being kept for seel for the next 
swamer aud che rest used to build up 
the body of mau and beast during the 
winter, soit hus always beeu since our 
earth has been inbabited. A ian to-day 
who does not retueuiber his past life, or 
who has not studied ancient civilizations, 
would say, ou loukiny at our civilization 
now, that the harvest is looking well as 
to intellectual learning, inventions and 
soon. Surely there could never have 
been such a grand Uisplay as this before? 
But the adept would tell bim. '* Yes, we 
have witnessed just such a crop as this 
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last summer, though we are improviug 
the quality of the grain each year,” 
The Adept knows this justas the farmer 
does regarding his grain. These great 
souls withdraw their wisdom from the 
world when it can no longer grow, and 
they preserve it until the next summer 
cycle. when itis again planted and cared 
for, that it may bring forth abundantly, 
This is what we call evolution, the de- 
velopment of thinkers from the spiritual 
forces working in matter, and that is 
the reason Theosopby is-given out to-day: 
to make men thinkers. Not to drift 
along in the mental currents like so 
many logs, but to generate conscious 
energy and by the use of Thought build 
up such a character that, as St. Paul 
puts it, you may be transformed once 
more into Gods, knowing good and evil, 
and therefore able also to assist others 
out of the nire of earth life. For this 
purpose th: Doctrines of Theosophy are 
given to as. Its three fundamental 
trutlis are Doiversal Brotherhood, Mar-| 
ina anil Reincarnation. Universal Bro- 
therhood is based on the fact that all 
meu are one and sprang from the same 
source. As we came out from that 
source in what may be described as 
a state of unconscious or latent intelli- 
gence, we must go back again consci- 
ously in possession of active intelli- 
gence. But we must not think that we 
are developing or making something | 
out of nothing by our experiences here | 
on earth. Weare merely bringing out 
that which is latent in matter, Intelli- 
ence or the power that thinks. The 
jon Of Righteousness is being reborn or) 
resurrected out of matter, or the| 
grave, iu which he has been buried for | 
three periods of time, represented by 
the spiritual, psychical and physical 
evolution of the universe. Every man 
has itin his own power to hasten this 
srowth withiu himself. He isa thinker! 
now, and if he will only exert his thought 
he may again become a God, or, in other 
words, burst the veil which hides the 
subjective world of spirit from the ob- 
jective world of matter. And this may 
ali be done by the renewing of your 
minds, just as we renew bodies by eat- 
ing healthy food. We must build up 
the mental man, remembering that 
every though’ we allow to pasa our con- 
aci Ousness either raises or lowers our 
stgudard, And just a3 a man panders 
to the things of earth and matter, or 
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fering or expand into that wheresorro 
and sighing are done away. 


R. E. Porr. 


INDIAN ASTRONOMY. 


Aboriginal Geliefs in the Constellations 
and Movements of the Planets, 


The Osages, in common with many 
other tribes, believe that the coristella- 
tions are gods and goddesses. They have 
a tradition to the effect that once upon 
a time the Osages possessed neither 
bodies nor souls, They appealed to a 
divinity known as the Male Red Bird, 
who furnished them with souls in the 
budies of birds. Thus they pursued ex- 
istence for awhile in the likeness of 
feathered crejtures. In this guise they 
first visited the earth. There they met 
another divinity called the Black Bear. 
He offered to serve them and they asked 
him to visit the various constellations 
with a petition in their behalf. They 
wanted human bodies for themselves. 
The Black Bear went successively to the 
san, to the moon, to the morniug star, 
to the constellation of the deer head— 
meaning the Pleiades—to the constella- 
tion of the Goose Foot, and finally to the 
Female Red Bird, who was found brood. 
ing on her nest, She it was who granted 
the request which others bad refused, 
giving to the Osages the bodies in which 
they have since dwelt. 

The sun is a god devoutly worshipped 
by most Indians. The ceremony ot the 
sun dance, as performed by the Sioux 
and Poneas, has often been described. 
Everybody has heard how the warriors 
torture themiselves, one part of the per- 
formauce gone through by the young 
brave consisting in attaching himself to 
the dance pole by lariats passed throngh 
loops of his own skin, then freeing hita- 
self by dashing away on horseback or 
otherwise. For three days aud nighta 
they dance, gazing continually at the 
sun by day and the moon by uight, 
while itis supposed they swallow neither 
food vor water. As a matter of fact, 
bowever, the dunce pole is planted nsual- 
ly in aspofnear which certain succulent 
roots grow. These they placi up slyly, 
eating them and sucking the jrices. 
Among the Sioux Indians the buffalo 
bull is importantly associated with the 
sun dance. Oddly enough, in ancient 


allies himself with the spiritual forces! Exyptthe suu gol Ra was assuciatel 


Working in marter, so shall he liwit 


į With the deified bull calied Apis. —Chi- 


himself to this plane of sorrow and suf-' cago ‘Times 
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CLASS NOTES, 


The Epistle to the Phillppians. 


The keynote to the Epistle is perhaps 
to be found in iv; 5, “The Lord is at 
haud’; see Psalm exix: 151. The idea 
of asecond coming, so popular now a 
days, is not intended, but, as so fre 
quently elsawhere, the idea of the pre- 
sence—the parousia—of the Christ is 
apparent. Spirit and spiritual tiings 
are near af hand. Paul's reply to the 
Philippian jailer may be borne in mind. 
All belief inust be subjective. and if 
reslized it must be upon subjective 
planes, which are potentially and coa- 
stuutly open to everyone. Qur citizen: 
ship (iii: 20) is then in the kingdom of 
heaven. which Heth within. Paul is 
not concerned how the gospel is preach- 
ed (1:15) so long as the messnave is spread. 
Some do it of envy and strife; some of 
faction, thinking to raise up affliction 
fo: the anostle. ‘What then? only that 
in every way, whether in pretence or in 
trnrh. the Master is proclaimed.” One 
can understand how the Pharisee is 
scindalized by Paul. Absolute unity of 
purpose, of soul and of spirit, is enjoin- 
ed (1:27); we are not to shy at inventions 
of the enemy (1:28), but to realize th 
fears are of the lower nature, and so 
enter into the fellowship of the spirit. 
“Be of the same mind (intelecinaliy). 
of tie satne love, jotued in soul of one 
mind (moral), without faction or vain: 
glory, but in lowliness, counting each 
better than himself. “Counting each 
better than himself!” 

Theineffable Name,above every naue, 
spoken of by Isniah xiv: 23, and which 
constitutes the crowning mystery 3f the 
esoteric teachings, is referred to (i1;%-11) 
as the name of Jesns, that is, the De- 
liverer or Saviour; God Himself, as 
Isaith declares, beside whom there is 
none else. It is this Saviour (ii; 12 12) 
who is in us aud is onrselves, by whut 
we work ont our own salvation. The 
harmony of fellow-disciples must be 
preserveil to ensure progress. "Do ali 
things without murmarings and dispnt- 
ins.” Weare to beware of sorcerers, 
bhiek magicians (it1:2), and have wo von 
fidence in the flesh, The re wu vertion 
from the dead doss not follow dea! hind 
does not refer fo the body (ii:if 18) 
Paul is striving to arrain itiinriug life; 
not that he has already attained or Demi 
fully initiated (made perfect), but so lar 
ashe has been inittited, by the Tele 
60 ained he will pro-s on towards tte 
can) Another allysion Te esoceine tvs: 
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teries is to he fonnd in the Greek (iv:12), 
translated ‘IT have leuned the secret.” 
The peace of God that passes all under: 
standing, nous, wanas, lies behiad that 
secret, 


NATURAL SANITATION. 


Natural conditions which shonid be 
incilent to the life of munin beings, 
condneive to lonz2nd healthful life, are: 

(a) Breeding fromm perents' free from 
physical ov mental taint, 

(D) Feeding the infant upon tne ioth- 
er's milk. : 

(c) Hizner regard for the physienl than 
mental fintellectual) training of vouth. 
(d) Pure air, pure water, pure food. 

(e) Wearing loose clothing, 

(f) Natural sleep aii plenty of it. 

(zg) Natural labor—piysicai or mental 
—utforcel, 

(h) Dwelliug house free from filth, 
having free nceess of sunlight and air, 

(i) Use of earti: closets. 

(j) Proms elimination of effete inat- 
ter froin the boly by the lunys. skio, 
bowels wad kilnevs. 

(t) Freqneat washing of the body, 

0) Freynest- change of all articles of 
clothing, 

Qu) Burning of the dead. 

(a) Constaat vecupation, pirysical aud 
inental.—Nuatural Poo i. 


TO READERS AND SUBSCRIBERS, 


We issue 5,00) copies uf Tae Lasp, 
and intend to distribare them montuly 
in one of severai districts into which we 
have divided Toronto 


If vou get a Laie this month it may 
be sme months before yon see one 
aguin, as we will g3 over all tue other 
sectioas before we rerurreto yonrs. 


Tf you wonli lixa to have Toe Lase 
dehverel to you every mouth send yonr 
mame and adlress with 25 cents fo onr 
ofica andl yoa will ve sanpliad rezulurly 
for a venr. 


Subseripticus will le recikonel trom 
the first nnaber issue! after receins of 
subscription. Oaiy a fu copies of the 
early nuinberss renin and may be tad 
at five cents eich. 

Suobseribers at a distance may vemit 
iu postave stumps for sums less than 
one dollar, Bills or postal orders ara 
preferre) for birger amounts. 


Trin LAMY. YI CeNts we yet 
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INERMNATLONAT S. 5, LESSONS. 
Mareh 24, Luke x: 1-9. 

Tf the record is to be accepted, not 
only Jesus Himself, but seventy others, 
his disciples. fonnd it possible to live 
the life of the ascetic or mendicant. 
What was possible then must still be 
so. and if these seventy are to be accept- 
ed as the mogel teackers or missionaries. 
it is to be feared tiat the morlern cleric 
is uot of this order of priesthood. 
“Carry no purse” meant a great deal in 
an age when there were no pockets in 
the garments, Those who are con- 
tinvally reminding us that the labourer 
is worthy of his hive should note the 
hire referred] to here: “‘ealing and drink- 
ing such things as they give.” See also 
I Timothy y;l7-18 The labourers are 
indeed few when those only are reckon 
ed who display these characteristics: 
only these return with joy, or find 
demons suiviect to then. See verse 20. 
Double-dyed calumny rather than double 
honour seems to be the hire of the true 
labourer now-a days. 

Roatwus viii: 8-14, 

This suinmary of the commandments 
will bear careful study in the light of 
the perfect freedom from law which 
Buddha taught. There is no duty. says 
Panl, nothing owed, except to love one 
another, Everything hinges on that. 
“Iau loosed from all bands. human 
aud divine,” says Buddha “Ye also, 
O disciples. are loosed from all bands.” 
Love worketh no ill to his neighbour 
and is the fulfilment of law. The night 
is fur speut, Deliverauce is nearer than 
Wien we believed. We should pat on 
the Master, the Enlightened Deliverer 
(verse 14). 

April 7. Mark xi: L-11. 

The differing accounts in this passage 
and Matt. xxi: 1-11 seem to suggest that 
the writers were not eye witnesses, 
Muithew describes both the uss and the 
coir as having been brought, while 
Mark, whom tradition seems Lo support, 
Seals of the colt alone, Perhaps the 
Chaiiesn and Babylonian magicians 
fron: whom Zechartal learned much 
could elucidate the point, The word 
“Rosanna,” used by the multitude, was 
a mystery worl derived from the niagic 
lore of the Bakylonishecouauerors, The 
ass syin bolises the suujecied body of the 
Adept upon which he rides into the City 
of Peace, or the Peace, or Rest of trod. 
The properiy trained body. may assist 
the discij.e, as appears from the story of 
Balsam 
stincts will rebel against unnatural prac- 
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tices, Is there a hintin this passage of 
the choice of a natured body for the in- 
carnation of a Nirmanakaya ? 

April 14, Mark xii; 1-12. 

The vineyard is the macrocosm of the 
planet. or the microcosin of man, accord- 
ing to the plane of interpretation. The 
vine metaphors are very abundant in 
the Gospels and elsewhere in the Bible, 
and may be usefully compared. Christ 
is the true vine, thus being identified 
with the ancient conceptions of the true 
vine gods, as Bacchus, whose mystery- 
vame, Inechos, is the same as Jacob. 
Noah planted a vine, as the founder of 
the new race, and there, as here, the pre- 
siding Manu appears to be represented, 
in one caseon the plane of effects and in 
the other of causes. The object of a 
vineyard is to produce wive—wisdom. 
So we have the hedge, the wine pit, and 
the tower, which is the headstone of the 
corner. The wicked husbandmen who 
waste the sacred wisdom and play false 
to their charge may not stand to hear 
thut solemn reproach: ‘i have trodden 
the winepress alone; of the peoples there 
was no wan witb me.” Read tho mag- 
niicent Atlantean passage, Isaiah Ixiii; 
1-6. 


THE GOTHENBURG SYSTEM, 

The following are stated by the 
“Humanitarian” to be the chief fea- 
tures of the Gothenburg system of 
regulating the liquor traffic: 

1. It is forbidden to serve men under 
IS years of age. 

2, No women or children are ever 
seen at the bars. 

3. The spirit bars are closed at 6 or 
7 pi. 
4. No intoxicants are sold after 
3 pm: 
5. They must sell for cash only. 
6 No person may have several 
glasses in succession. 

7. The kitchens clean and spacious 
and the food good, 

8. The bar trade conducted without 
loitering. 

9. The houses have an unpretentious 
exterior , 

10. They ure situated in open public 
places 

11. No spirits are sold in country 
districts. 

2. Monopoly granted to bo used for 
the puvlic welfare, 

13. ‘Che publicaus have fixed saluries, 

14. And make profit only ou aon 


Its natnrdl andejwaved in-) intoxicants. 


id. ‘There are no tied houses. 
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TORONTO T. S. ANNUAL MEETING, 

On Wednesday evening, 27th Febru- 
ary, the Fourth Annual Meeting of 
The Toronto Theosophical Society was 
held in the Hall, 365 Spadina avenue, 
all the resident members but two being 


present. The president, Mr. S. L, 
Beckett, presided, and the usual reports 
were presented and adopted. The 


Treasnrer reported 4 small balance to 
the credit of both General and Library 
Funds. Nearly $600 had been expended 
in the direct work of the Society. Two 
hundred and thirteen meetings had 
been beld during the year, and the 
average afteudance was increasing, 
Although it is not the custom to invite 
members to join the society there has 
been an increase of 50 per ceut. since 
last annual report. The officers of the 
society were re-elected as follows:—S. 
L. Beckett. president; John Randall, 
vice president; A. E. S. Smythe, corre- 
sponding secretary; R. E. Port, treas- 
nrer and recording secretary; W. Jones, 
librarian. ©. W. Hermon and D. J 
Howell were added to the board of 
trustees, and A. E. S. Smythe, F. E. 
Titus and R, E. Port were elected dele- 
gates to the annual convention at 
Boston in April, in addition to the 
presiosat, who officially represents the 
ranch, 

The following extracts from the pre- 
sident and secretary's report may be of 
interest: 

The work of the year as indicated by 
the recording secretary and treasurer 
has been of a satisfactory and progres- 
sive nature, Thereis one feature about 
our membership which calls for atten. 
tion, in the fact of four of these being 
non-resident. Something might be 
done to vitalize the tie that binds these 
absent and distant friends to our body 
corporate, and perhaps to assist them 
in developing active centres of energy 
in their present abodes. As regars 
ourselves we should feel the responsi 
bility devolving upon us aş the premier 
Theosophical Society in Canada and 
endeavor to realize that the Dominion 
is particulaly our harvest field in a 
farm which covers the world. Toronto 
is a natural centre for Ontario and 
Ontario for Canada, so that the more we 
can extend the knowledge of the 
principles we baye in trust the more 
widely we can help the good law of 
Brotherhood. It is true that objective 
work may not be largely possible, but 
let us remember the dynamic power of 
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thought, and that "our stroug desire 
will strike like Vulcan upon some other 
hearts in the world, and suddenly we 
will find that done which we had 
longed to be the doer of.” Recent 
efforts in Hamilton, where Mr. F, E. 
Titus addressed a good meeting in the 
Uniterian church, afterwards followed 
up by a paper from a resident theoso- 
pbist and discussion, and a meeting held 
in Ottawa and addressed by your Cor- 
responding Secretary. which was well 
reported in one of the papers, leading 
to subsequent correspondence, demon- 
strate the undoubted possibilities that 
lie before us, 

The visit of Mr. Claude Falls Wright 
last August afforded evidence of the 
sustained interest capable of being 
elicited in a large number of Toronto 
citizens by aclear presentment of tleaso- 
phic thought. Night after night for 
nearly three weeks the meetings were 
well attended, and, though many spoke 
of overpressure and reaction, nothing 
but good results can be attributed to 
that earnest effort, We have the assur- 
ance of the General Secretary that he 
has Toronto noted as one of the places 
that he intends to visit, and we should 
not jose sight of the necessity of taking 
the greatest possible advantaye of an 
opportonity which may well crown our 
endeayors here with the inauguration 
ofa new and fuller and more public 
era of theosophic work. 

For the two remaining years of the 
cycle publicity appears to be the most 
fruitful means of growth. As in the 
parable of him who male a feast and 
invited many who neglected to attend 
aud who sent out the invitation after- 
wards to those of the highways and 
hedges, it may be gathered that those 
apparently most capable of appreciat- 
ing theosophy permit other enres to 
occupy them while in less likely quar- 
ters grateful attention is paid to the 
message, Publicity is nowhere so well 
attainable as through the newspaper 
press, In Toronto we cannot complain 
of the space afforded to thensopuieal 
comuiuinications, The natural intoler- 
auce of a sectariau community is Jess 
strongly reflected in the local press than 
might be anticipated, There has been, 
however, no regular means of appealing 
to the public through these media, wud 
the indepeudeat etfort inade by the 
Branch in establishing Tur Lamp is 
intended to supply this want In 
“The Path" for January, 1891, every 
Branch is directly advised of work that 
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it Ought toio—to take “its own city 
for its special held of missionization 
- . - every Branch would special- 
ly exert itself to disseminate leaflets 
freely through its own town, using its 
knowledge of local facts and promis- 
ings, lucaleulable good would come.” 
Taking this recommendation of the 
General Secretary as a basis fur action 
it was decided to issue a pamphlet 
mazazine amd to distribute the greater 
art of the unmber printed in the 
iouseholds of the city. taking a difter- 
ent section each month, so that the 
whole might be covered periodically. 
By this means about 30,000 copies of 
Tie LAMP lave been already placen in 
the hands of Toronto readers, It is to 
be understood of course that The 
Branch is not to be considered in any 
Way responsible for Tar Lamr, but 
whatever good karma may result from 
it is cheerfully added to that of the 
Toronto T, S. 

The Branch Library calls for atten: 
tion. and it wül be of benefit to the 
meinbers and their friends if this de- 
partment be properly organized on the 
lines of the Public Library, readers 
being supplied with cards and rendeved 
responsible for the volumes loaned. 
Many valaable tracts and puuplilets 
have not heen returned, awd itis to be 
feared that the files of ‘The Path,” 
“ Siftings,” etc., are not compiete. It 
is recommended that all periodicals be 
bound on vconipletion of volumes. 
Vaiuable books are not likely to be 
donated nntil some precautions are 
taken for their security, In this asin 
Many oher marters connectie with 
organie wori, it imigut be well to pay 
careful attention to proper business 
methods of working, The realization 
of the ideal, the incarnation of effort, is 
apt to be lost sight of in well intended 
but nebulous astral visions. For the 
present Kali Yaga. a well developed 
Sthula Surira is of great practical iru- 
portance in conducting the work on the 
material plane 

The Librarian desires the return of 
the following books by members wlio 
nav have borrowed thet : 

Bhagavad Gita. 

Voice of the Silence. 

Letters That Have Helped Me. 

True Chureh of Christ. 

Rosicrucianian, Branch Paper No. 44. 

Por the Gwuing year cuntinaaice of 
past eifors will probably bring forward 
Various problems of developinent. These 
Will arrange themselves in their season, 
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but it sliould be an endeavour with the 
members to keep the idea of expansion 
in view. We have a centre to radiate 
energy from as much or more than to 
concentrate eifort npon. So the estab- 
lishinent of other centres of work in 
Toronto, if not actually of other 

Branches, might well be kept in view. 
The great problem of sustaining in- 
terest in the various meetings of the 
Society is one for individual members. 
No collective act can infuse the warnith 
and life which results from the vivid, 
active personal interest of each mem- 
ber. It is not expected that meémbers 
can attend every meeting, but they 
should eudeavour to attend the Wed- 
nesaay eveuing meeting aud at least one 
other, aud attend them regularly. This 
is a practical way of becoming acquaint- 
edi with the fact of cyclic law. and a 
simple and useful way as well. The 
consciousness that the snecess of the 
whule movement depends on the earnest- 
ness of your own particular assistauce, 
aud the determination that you at least 
will leave nothing unattempted nor un- 
done that is possible for you will ensure 
the advance of tne cause. What may 
not be possible to your act still remains 
the duty of your beart, and the “strong 
desire” that lias been already spoken of, 
keptalive and burning. as we may keep 
it in any beart of us all, will indeed 
bring that to pass which we had longed 

to have done. 
S. L. Becxerr, President. 
ALBERT E. 5. SMYTEE, 
Corre. Secretary. 


TO CURE BIGOTRY. 


Archdeacon Wilson gives the follow- 
ing rules for cultivating the tolerant 
spirit; 

1. Never take your views of one side 
in a controversy by reading only the re- 
presentations of its opponents. 

2 Never think you understand a dis- 
pute till you see the weakness of both 
sides. 

3. If vou attribute a bad motive to a 
man, you are wrong nine times out of 
ten. Searcu on until you find one that 
seems to him good, though to you mis- 
taken. 

4. You cannot understand nien until 
you haye some gentine sympathy with 
them. 

5. You cannot be just until vou are 
modest. 

6. Put yourself in his place. 

7. Do as vou would be Gone by. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES, 


A new subscriber writes: "Please find 
enclosed twenty-five cents, one year’s 
subscription for Tar Lamp, A stray 
number of your paper fellinto my hands 
a few days ago, the reading of which I 
found very enjoyable and instructive.” 
“There is that scatterath and yet in- 


ereaseth.” 


* * 
* 


Do any of our English friends remem- 
ber Master’s note on the back of a letter 
forged in the name of Dr. Hartmann and 
sent to Col, Olcott in April, 1884, quoted 
by Dr. Hartmann in his ‘Report of Ob- 
servations at Headquarters’? “A clumsy 
forgery, but gool enough to show how 
much an enterprising enemy can do in 
this direction. ‘They may call this at 
Adyar—a pioneer, —M.” The vanguard 
has since been heard froin. 


* + 
* 


Pressure of space compels us to omit 
the “Indian Notes” promised last month, 
and we can only refer to the magazines. 
The New England corporation issues 


monthly “Notes” and republishes H. P. 
B.'s letters to the Conventions of '83 and 
‘89. "The Path” commences a most 
desirable set of "Talks About Indian 
Books,” by C. J., and Mr, Fuilerton and 
Dr. Hartmann have timely contribu- 
tions, Scottish Lodye Transactions, 
Part 18, deserve study, “The Arena” 
for March has at least six articles of in- 
terest to theosophists. The Bombay 
“Theosophic Gleaner" is of especial ex- 
cellence. The Irish Theosophist is sim- 
ply indispensible. Lucifer devotes 43 
oat of 88 pages to “The Clash of 
Opinion,” which must be profitable to 
the public in studying comparative re- 
ligions or the Brotherhood of Man. 
Probably the editor shelters himself bø- 
hind the Third Object. “Mercury” 
has not reached us this month, ‘'Na- 
tural Food,” ''The Astrologér’s Maga- 
zine,” ‘The Vahan,” also full of “Clash,” 
‘Notes and Queries,” "Pacific Theo- 
sophist” and ‘The Forum" are also to 
hand. 
* 

It was said of the Lord Jesus that the 

common people heard Him gladly The 


‘Lord Buddha found the warmest recep- 


tion among the masses for His teaching 
and does to the present day. Either 
our “civilized” common people have 
greatly varied from the standard of the 
“kindly race of men” of two thousand 
years ago or the message given them is 
not that of old. And it is more reason- 
able to suppose that the godless, heart- 
less pseudo Christianity of to day, which 
is ouly feasible nnder luxurious condi- 
tions of reuted pews. with vain imagin- 
ings of Sabbatarianism and intellectual 
formalism, is not the glad tidings pro- 
claimed by the Saviours of Peace and 
Love than that human nature has 30 
changed from its former aspirations, 
Proclaim, without any coercive mea- 
sures, the Sermon on the Mount; prac- 
tice it, but do not coinpel others to take 
you for an infallible example; let the 
people know about the simple natural 
laws of Brotherhood anil works, and the 
education of the soul thronzh successive 
lives. The people will stil) hear gladly, 
and when they hear the situpie truth 
there is that in bumanity waich will 
lead them to be not hearers only, 
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SEEKING THE CHRIST, 


The deity is always manifesting in 
us, as everywhere. It impels us by 
means of impulses springing deep within 
us and registered upun the couscious- 
ness; registered further upon the brain 
in the proportion in which that brain is 
prepared to receive it. This prepara- 
tion consists in keeping the thought 
turned exnectantly toward The One. 
We need to keep watch for its corn- 
mands; to learn to distinguish these 
from lower impulses, suggestions from 
without, so to say. Above all, we need 
to obey them. Increase and continu- 
ance come from use. While we fulfil 
the real duties of external life (which 
are fewer than we think), this interior 
watch can be kept up. We can be 
observant of all the inpulses arising in 
us. Who bas surprised the swift Will 
upon its hidden tirone, or Motion, the 
power behind the tlirone? Only the 
man who has waited upon the gods. 
Weare here for the purposes of goul. 
At first we shall make mistakes in 
action, but soon an uneasy, subtle un- 
dercurrent of warning or dissatisfaction 
will accompany action which has not 
been suggested by the true Source. In 
practical occultism, regular chelas of a 
group set down all the events of each 
day; these are compared and a guiding 
current is soon seen. Soon they dis- 
tinguish this from every other by its 
tendency, in the unincumbered field it 
mavifests in glory and power. This 
course must be followed by him who 
desires to avoid the deathcry of a 
wasted life. He must also give a fixed 
time daily, were it but five minutes, to 
the consideration of The One. He must 
hold this ground sacred against every 
invasion. If he be so fortunate as to 
know the fuce of a Master, let him 
bring that before him as an embodi 
ment of the Deity, trying to see it 
clearly beiore him in every free mo- 
went, “Ifit be a real Master. he will 
seid his voice. It not, it will be tne 
higher self that will speak.” ‘This sub- 
causciousness, this undercurrent of 
fixed attention, of revulution aronnä 
the One Lite, can be cultivated and 
enlarges our orbit.—Jasper Niemand in 
The Path, Fel, 1291. 


THE PINEAL GLAND. 


In describing the pinen gland, or back 
eye, itis shown as containing miineral 
concretions and sand. Modern physi 
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logy bas ascertained that there is an 
orifice or ‘‘door” in it, besides that 
‘window self-shining within.” (Is this 
door for the purpose of discharging the 
sand-grains or seed?) We are told: 
“Complete the physical plasm, the ger- 
minal cell, of man, with all its material 
potentialities, with the spiritual plasm, 
so to say, or the fluid that contains the 
five lower principles of the six-principled 
Dhyan, and you have the secret IF YOU 
ARE SPIRITUAL ENOUGH to understand it. 
Descartes describes the pineal gland as 
alittle gland tied to the brain that can 
be easily set in motion, a kind of swing- 
ing motion, by the animal spirits which 
cross the centre of the skull in every 
sense. ‘The Secret Doctrine” (IL 298) 
considers these animal spirits as equiva- 
lent to currents of nerve-auric com 

pound in circulation. German scien- 
tists say that these sand grains are not 
found in man until the age of seven 
years, the identical age at which the 
soul is said to enter fully into the body 
of the child. “The third eye embraces 


eternity.” (5.D., II. 299). ‘During 
the mate | of the inner man (during 
trance and spiritual vision) the ere 


swells and expands. The Arhat sees 
and teels it and regulates his action 
accordingly. The undefiled lanoo need 
fear no danger; he who keeps himself 
not in purity (who is not chaste) will 
receive no help from the deva eye.” 
Why this need of chastity? Will not 
the five-pointed star, with the apex of 
the white triangle placed upward, the 
apex of the red one downward; will not 
this emblem of humanity answer for us 
why the seat of Vishnu (Christ) is the 
white apex, where he preserves, and 
the seat of Siva, the destroyer, gener- 
ator, and regenerator, is tbe red re- 
versed apex? Will it not by ita shining 
unveil a portion of the mystery through 
the key of force correlation and espendi- 
ture and couservation of verve auriu 
energy 7—The Path, Vol. v., p. 331. 


Where [see yon mistaken I will speak, 
to warn my Brother who temporarily 
knows not. For did I not call on the 
buge, perhu)s other things mightswitch 
him of to where perhaps for the time 
he would be pleased, but would again 
be sorry, and then when kis mistake 
was plain be would justly sigh to we 
across dark centuries of separation that 
I had been false to my duty of warn 
ing.—'‘ Letters That Have Helped Me, 
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OTHER MEN'S BIBLES, tures; and the beams of Man are Arts 
Sheena and Sciences. 
I Said, Ye Are Gods. Aud Operations do act by the World, 


Tat..—How then is the Sonl of Man | and upon Man by the natnral beans of 
punished, O Father, and what is its| the World. bat Natures work by the 
greatest torment? Elements, and Man by Artsand Ssieoces. 

Hermms—Iinpiety, O my Son; for| And this is the Government of the 
what Fire hath so great a flame as it?| whole. depending upon the Nature of 
Or what biting Beast doth so tear the| the One and piercing or coming down 
Body as it doth the Soul? by the One Mind, than which uorhingis 

Or dost thou not see how many evils} more Divine, and more efficacious or 
the wicked Son!) suffereth, roaring and) operative; and nothing more uniting, or 
crying ont “I am Burned, Iam Con | nothing is more Oie. The Communion 
sumed, I know not what to Say, or Do;! of Gods to Men end of Men to God. 

I am Devoured, Unhappy Wretch, of| This is the Bonus Genius, or good 
the Evils that compass and lay hold | Demon. hlesse] Soul thatis fnilest of 
upon me; Miserable that I am, I neither] it! and unhappy Soul thatis empty ot it! 
nee nee pate Serre p Pa ished ang] TAT — Ant wherefore, Father? 
iese are the voices o unisher pi a Si ei 
tormented Sonl, and not a many; and|, HERNES— Know, Son, that every Soul 
thou, O Son, thinkest that the Soul go. | huth tbe Good Mind: for of thatit is 
ing out of the Body grows brutish or net ears NPE nid not of ooh Minister 
enters into a Beast; which is a very nat Path the Fitment at he was 
at Error, for the Soul is punished e 5 è 
prest Bn p For the Sonl without the Mind can 


after this manuer. i , 
For the Mind, when it is ordered or | neither do nor say anything; for many 


appointed to get a fiery Body for the | times the Mind flies awav from the 
service of God, coming down into the] Soul. and iu that hour tbe Soul neither 
wicked Sonl, torments it with the whips|Sseeth nor heareth. butitis like an nn- 
of Sins, wherewith the wicked Son] be | reasonable thing; so great is the power 
ing scourged, turns itself to Murders, | of the Mind, 
and Contumelies, and Blasphemies, and) Bnt neither brooketh it an idle or lazy 
divers Violences, and other things by|SonJ. bnt leaves sneh a one fastened to 
which men are injured. ; the Body, aad by it pressed down. 
__ But into a pious Soul the Mind enter-| And such a Soul. OSon. hath no mind, 
ing leads it into the Light of Know-| wherefore neither must such a one be 
ae such a Soul is never satisfied Hea nalan 
Aui a, § ais H 2 aa TEET PEE 
with singing praise to God and speaking |. For Man Ne a Dix and ring thing, aud 
well ofall men; and both in words and SIR ee Seneca hot te prote 
Pays 7 ei $ itari a= G s Ur . ae 
posie tenya doing good in imitation of tint areahare in Eearen tont wee valied 
Therefore, O Son, we must give thanks | O'S uu 
and pray, that we may obtain a good ates, n ia shall be boll to speak 
wind. the truth, he that is a man indesi is 
The Soul therefore may be altered or| #bove them, or at least they are equal 
changed into the better, but into the |i power one to the other. For none of 
worse it is iw possible. the things in Heaven will come down 
But there isa communion of Sonls, | "P92 Earth and leave the limits of 
and those of Gods communicato witi | Heaven, sip a man ascends np into 
those of men, and those of men with | Heaven aud measnres it. 
those of Beasts, And he knoweth what things are on 
And the better alwavs take of the| bigh and what below and learueth all 
worse, Gods of Men, Men of brute] Other things exactly. 
Beusts, bnt God of all. For He is the) And that whichis the vreatest of all, 
best of all, and all things are less than he leaveth not the earth anl yer is 
He. nbove: So great is the greatness of lis 
Therefore is the World subject unto} Nutare. 
God, Man nto the World, and unrea-| Wherefore, we must be bold to say, 
That an Earthly Man is a Mortal Gad, 


sonable things to Man. 
But God 1s above all and abont al. | and that the Heavenly God is an Du- 
morial Man. 


and the beauis of Gol are Operations: ; 
end the beaius of the World ure Na- Wherefore, by these two are all things 
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governed, the World and Man: but they 
and all things else, of that which is One. 


From the Fourth Book of the Divine 
Pimander, an Hermetic Scripture dating 
long anterior to the era of Moses and 
embodying Egyptian philosophy and re- 
ligion. The translation is by Dr. Ever- 
ard, 1650. 


BUDDHA'S TEACHINGS, 


1. All beings desire happiness; there- 
fore to all extend your benevolence. 

2. Have,pity upon every living crea- 
ture. 

3. Hurt not others with that which 
pains yourself, 

4. He who holds up a torch to lighten 
mankind is always honoured by me 
(Buddha). 

5. Full of love for all things in the 
world. practising virtuein order to bene- 
fit others, this man only is happy. 

6. Speak not harshly to anybody, 

7. Hatred does not cease by hatred; 
hatred ceases by love. This is the Sana- 
tam Dharma, 

8. Give to him that 
though it be bit a little. 

9. Whosoever barme living beings, 
and in whom there is no compassion for 
them, he is low born. He who denies a 
future state and utters falsehood, there 
is no sin that he could not do. 

10. Be kiud and benevolent to every 
being, and spread psace in the worid. 
If it happen that thou see anything to 
be killed. thy soul shall be moved with 
pity and compassion. 

11. He whois tender to all that lives 
is protected by the gods and loved by 
men, 

12, Proclaim the Dharma and preach 
ye a life of holiness, perfect and pure, 
and this is the greatest charity. 

15, May I never. even in a dream, be 
guilty of theft, adultery, drunkenness, 
life slaughter and untruthfulness, 

14, Let no one knowingly eat the flesh 
of an animal killed for the purpose of 
food. 

Bhikshus! disseminate the Dharma 
aluong wen and wander about for the 
good of the world and yonrseives. Pro- 
claim atall times my Law to the world 
and let your habitation be in the forest 
and in the cave, 

Proclaim my Law of Righteousness | 
for the complete emancipation of the 
world. Close ail doors that lend to the 
Four Evil Ways and open ail doors that 
lead ta the Passionless State of Eternal 
Beatituda, 


asketh, even 
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Increase the faith of the people and 
proclann the law with a spirit of coin- 
passionateness. 

Distribute the law to the people in 
gratitude for the exhibition of their hos- 
pitality to you. 

Hoist the Banuer of Trath and hve 
for the good of the world, 


Professor Max Muller has adovted 477 
B.C. as the most probable date of the 
Nirvana of Buddha—Journal of the 
Maha-Bodhi Society. 


For the Lamp. 


FOUND AND MADE A NOTE OF, 
The Neutrality of the T- S. is the Nene 
trality of Rrotherhood, 


Karma is forever putting us iti each 
other’s place from incarnation to ine r- 
nation, until we learn to sympath: e 
with each other in true brotherly 
fashion. 

* 


+ 


* 


Iu a karmic sense everybody is our 
“inight-have-been” or our ‘inay-be.” 
Whut room then for pride, or standing 
aloof, or comparison of any kiud? 

+ + A 

Heaven preserve us from theosophieal 
cant! Cant, which we are tauglt to 
abhor above all other vices of the mind! 
And yet, as human ature is not chang- 
ed by the signing of a pledge, nor by tha 
subscribing to a atateiuent. there is 
danger that we may unaware fall into 
the detestable habir, A too glib use of 
theosophical terms and phrases. such as 
“Universal Brotherhood,” “Fraternity,” 
“Karma,” “Renunciation.” Selfless- 
ness," ‘the Masters," “the Higher Life,” 
and the like, way in time lead to flip- 
pancy of speech; from flippancy we 


may dritt into unconscious irrever- 
ence, aul thence into cant For 
when we bave no wore real rever- 


ence for words ‘and phrases signif- 
cant. of vital things we cease to 
live up to them, and so become mere 
talkers of theosophy and not doers there- 
of—a sad debusement of the world’s sav- 
ing truths, As ftheosophists we ara 
bound to speak of these vital things and 
truths whenever and wherever we cnu, 
burt at least we need not prate of them 
unduly nor mention them lizhtly, aud 
by preserving in onrselves u sticvere and 
arrest attitude of mind avoid the ten- 
deney to cunt and Lypucrisy iuto waich 
we might otherwise tall. Is it aot so, 
vonivades, that track is to be felt and 
lived as wellas spuken ? ©, L. A. 


FRIDAY FRAGMENTS, 


Evangelical theosophy is just as sim- 
ple as evangelical Christianity, and 
scientific theosophy is a good deal sim- 
pier than theological Christianity. 

The spirit of the Inquisition underlies 
the desire to make men good by law or 
to coerce them into morality, God 
never forces us, save through our own 
acts. 

The Gospel means “tbe glad tidings." 
If people preach a gospel that does not 
bring you glad tidings it is not a trne 
message. ‘In His presence is fulness of 
joy,” and the way to the Presence is not 
by fear of damnation, but by love of the 
light. 

Since we incarnate at all, and for the 
evident and generally admitted purpose 
of experience, discipline, or probation, 
what objection can there be to the state- 
ment that we return to complete that 
which any one life adinittedly leaves in 
coinplete, Why should we incarnate or 
be born at all if we may be perfected 
elsewhere? Incarnation and reinvarna- 
tion are both necessary. 

How few people are aware that they 
profess aso called heathen belief when 
they say “It rains; it is fine; it has hap 
pened; it will do,” and so forth. IT is 
the ancient name of the deity, by which 
men recognized the indwelling and im- 
manent Absolute. The varions aspects 
of IT were afterwards personified as the 
various Gods, weather gods, destiny 
gods, and so on. “IT was in the begiu 
ning, is now, and ever shail be.” 


The argument that theosophy is too 
abstruse for the averuge man is un- 
fonuded. Theosophy tells a man what 
Nature's laws are, and though he may 
not understand why they are, if he obeys 
he will gradually evolve to an intellec- 
tual stage when he can begin to cau- 
prehend the method of their operations. 
The man who drives tie trolley carinay 
know nothing of the theories of electric: 
ity, but he understands the practical ap- 
plication of the laws to his motor: he 
obeys them, and the result is as success- 
ful as if a Tyndall or an Edison turned 
the crank, Asa matterot fact, the in- 
tellectual side cf Christianity, the philo 
sophy or theology of the Western Church 
is more abstruse thun any other and 
generates more difference of opinion. 
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RAYS. 

"I bow down to all the saints; [ bow 
down to all the prophets; I bow down 
to all the holy meu and women all over 
the world.”—Buddhist Prayer. 

* * 


Hear what all inen say, but follow no 
man; there is nothing in the world of 
any value but the Divine Light—follow 
it. Whatit is no man can tell you. ., 
. . It will reveal itself when the time 
shall come.—J. H. Shorthouse in "John 
lnglesant.” 

* * 

If I think of the world, I get the im 
press of the world. 

If I think of iny trials and sorrows, L 
get fhe iinpress of my sorrows, 

If I think of my failures, I get the im- 
press of my failures. 

If I think of Christ. I get the impres 
of Christ.—The Path, Vol. v., p. 239. 


* 
Sir Monier Williams, like so many 
other theological controversiulists, 


judges doctrines, not by their truth, 
proved or probable, but by the degree of 
Lope and consolation they offer. In his 
cowparison of religions he does not pre- 
tend to be applying rational tests, but 
he attends exclusively to the synirnetry 
and completeness of the ditferent ideals. 
Relizion, however. issupposed to be con- 
cerned with tratn and is not an affair of 
romance. —H. Diarmupala, 


x 


2 

Seek not denth in the error of your 
life, neither procure ye destruction by 
| the works of your hands. For God 
made not death, ueither bath He plea- 
sure in the destruction of the living. 
| For He created all things that they 
might be: and he mado tue nations of 
the earth for health: and thers is no 
poisou of destruction in them. nor 
kinvdom of hell upon the earth. For 
justive is perpetual and immortal.—Book 
ot Wisdom, i., 12 15. 

* + 

No hrunan power can reuch the im 
penetrabvle recess of the free will of the 
heart, Violence can never persuade 
men: it serves only to wake hypocrites, 
(reaut civil liberty to all. not in uvprov- 
iig everything as indiferent, bnt in 
coierating with patience whatever Al- 
mighty God tolerates. and endeavoring 
to convert weu by wild persuasion. — 
Fenelon 
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PERSONAL NOTES. 


*Mr, Juilze's ill-health has rendered a 
month's absolnte rest imperative. 

*Mlande Falls Wright has reached 
Denver on his lecturing tour. 

*Mr, Cinrk Thurston, of Providence 
T.S, visited the Toronto Branch on the 
6th inst. 

“Dr. and Mrs. Keightley announce 
the prolabie appearance of a second 
series of Mr. Judge’s ‘Letters That 
Have Helped Me.” 

*The highly intuitional and suggestive 
articles in Lucifer and The Path, signed 
Che Yew Tsang, are now announced as 
the work of Mr. E. T. Hargrove. 

Mr. Riter Haggard's book, "The 
Worid's Destre,” is worth reading by 
theosophists who like something light 
and at the same time appreciate what 
may iie between the lines of an allegory. 

*M, Emil Bournouf, writing in the 
Revue des Deux Mondes, stated that the 
three most iuportant religious move: 
meuts of the age were to be found in 
Buddhism, Roman Catholicism, and the 
Theosophical Society, 

*Me. George Russell, of the Dublin 
Lodge, has published a volume of poems 
desuribed by the Athenw@um as ‘new 
and beautiful.” W. B. Yeats, another 
poet Isuded by our Cynadian trouba- 
dour Carman, also bails from the Dub- 
lin Lodge. 

*)ir. James Pryse, on the closing of 
the H. P, B. Press by Mis. Besant, went 
to Dublia, aud with tie assistance of 
Miss North and the Dublin members 
has brought the Press into activity 
aguin on “the ould sod.” More power 
to your elbow. Mr, Pryse 

*The Irich Theosophist states that 
Charles Dickens uncousciously compos 
eda mantram in the expression "Barkis 
is willin.’’”’ H. P. B. used it upon occa- 
sion to certain persons on meeting or 
writing them for the firat titne. It had 
such peculiar force as to alarm one who 
thus heard it from her lips and as she 
usen it. 

*Amy Eva Tay, whose posters with 
their preposterous announcement of 
“Theosophy,” called for no remark 
from uewspapers which became hys- 
terical over David Christie Murray's 
“Tagersoll and the Bible’ deception, is 
one of a numerous class who are trading 
on the interest which the theosophical 
movement has aroused everywhere. 
Needless to say, there was no theosophy 
in her entertainment 


THE MONTH YO COME, 


Wednesday, March 20, 8 p.m., ‘Letters 
That Have Helped Me,” pp. 38.46. 

Friday, March 22,8 p.m., “In the Sha- 
_dow of the Gods.” 

Sunday, March 24, 9.45 a.m., Colos- 
SINS 1. 

Sunday, March 24,4 p.m., ‘Sleep and 
His Brother, Death.” 

Sunday, March 24, 7 p.m., “Some As- 
pects of Consciousness.” Mr. Bec- 
kett, 

Sonduy, March 24, 8 p.m., ‘Modern 
Science is Ancient Thought Dis- 
torted.” 

Wednesday, March 27, S p.m., “Letters,” 
pp. 47-56. 

Friday, March 29, 8p.m., ‘Theosophy 
for Working Men.” 

Sunday, Mirch 31, 945 a.m., Colos- 
sians ii- 

Sunday, March 31, 4 pm., “New Heay 
ens and a New Eurth.” 

Sunday, March 31, 7 p.m., “Karma, the 
Law of Justice.” Mrs. M. W, 
Broun, 

Sunday, March 31, 8 p.m., ‘The Nebus 
lar Theory.” 

Wednesday, April 3. 8p.m., “Letters,” 
pp. 56-64. 

Friday, April 5,8 p.m., “Eternal Lifa 
and What We are Here for." 


Sunday, April 7, 9.45 a.m., Colos 
sians jii. 
Sunday, April 7, 4 pm., “Signs and 


Wonders." 

Sunday, April 7,7 p.m., "New Testa- 
ment Buddhism.” Mr. Armstrong. 

Sunday. April 7,8 p.m., ‘Is Force In- 
telligent ?’ 

Wednesday, April 10, 8 p.m., “Letters,” 
pp. 14-583. ; 

Friday, April 12, 8 p.m., “Life.” 

Sunday, April 14, 9.45 a.m, Colos- 
sians iv, 

Sunday, Avril14,4p.m., “The Concla- 
sion of the Whole Matter.” 

Sunday, April 14, 7p.m., "Building a 
World Builder.” Mr. Watson. 
Sunday, April 14, 8p.m., ‘From the 

Atom to God.” 
Wednesday, April 17,8 p.m., “Letters,” 
pp. 68-72. 

These meetings are held in the So- 
ciety’s Hall, 365 Spadina avenuo, and 
the public are cordially invited to attend 
on Fridays and Sundays, The Sunday 
meetings are in charge of Mr, Port in 
the morning, Mr. Smythe in the after- 
noon, and Mr. Titus at 8 o’cloclk. 
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THE NINETEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 


The Report of the Proceedings at the 
Anniversary Meeting at Adyar, Madras, 
at the end of December, has been issued. 
About 300 delegates to the Indian Sec- 
tion Convention were present, repre- 
senting all nations and the four great 
reliyions—Hindnu, Buddhist, Christian 
and Zoroastrian. It is probable that 
Malomtmedan delegates were also pre- 
sent, 
established during the year, 23 of these 
in the American section. In India the 
work is somewhat dormant. three chart- 
ers haying beeu issued. The Society 
now numbers about 260 Branches. The 
Adyar library now numbers 8,265 
volumes, exclusive of duplicate editions. 
From the "merely worldly standards of 
morality,” which serve to guide our 
good brothers in the East, the financial 
affairs of the Society are in a flourishing 
condition, though we in the West, who 


Forty-two new branches were 


follow the Christian injunction to ‘lay! 


not up treasure” and the Buddhist one 
to receive ro usury, bave to put up with 
the scorn and the reproach that attaches 
to a fat bank account of over 30,000 
rupees ($10,000) drawing Goyernment 
interest, while theosophical activities 
languish in various quarters for lack of 
support. ‘‘Cast your bread upon the 
waters, brethren,” is a Master's message 
that some of us would like to see hearken- 
ed to and heeled. 

One of the most striking parts of the 
report narrates the progress of the Budd- 
hist school work in Ceylon, As all 
Mission Schools require their pupils to 
be instructed in the sectarian doginas 
particularly affected, Buddhist parents 
somewhat naturally demur to having 
their children ‘“‘paganized,” as it seems 
from their point of view; and, being too 
poor to establish schools of their own, 
until members of the Theosophical So 
ciety opened schools for these children 
they were without education. Thirty- 
four schools have been established, with 
an attendance of 6,583, earning Govern- 
ment grants of $3,000. Christians can 
better appreciate this work if they could 
realize what their position would be 
under a conquering nation determined 
to force a foreign faith upon their child- 
ren. While the Society has had nothing 
officially to do with these Ceylon echools, 
itis to be noted that it is the Spirit of 
Liberty und Tolerance fostered by Theo- 
sophy which inspired tle members who 
have thei in charge. 


An Australasian Section has been 
formed with fourteen branches, Mr. J. 
C, Staples, Post Office. Sydney, N.S.W.. 
being the first General Secretary. 

The hope expressed in Mr. Bertram 
Keightley's resolution, reported on paga 
16 of tae ‘Neutrality of the T. S." 
pampblet, that the matters pending be- 
tween Mrs. Besant and Mr. Judge should 
be buried and forgotten, proves vain, 
as Mrs. Besant officially disinterred the 
subject under the bead of General Busi- 
ness. Over twenty pages are devoted to 
the “Clash of Opinion,” which now re- 
minds one of Diabolus’ Drnm, beating 
at the Ear-gate of Man Sonl, in that moat 
effective allegory of Mr. John Bunyan’s, 
“The Holy War.” Thereisan immensa 
amount of personal explanation and pro- 
testing and moving of resolutions, and 
nota few misleading statements. For 
instance, Mrs. Besant accuses Mr. Judga 
of saying hard things of the Brahmins 
of India. Now, the grain of trath is 
probably that Mr. Judge reflected npon 
the conduct of some of the Brahmins of 
India, certainly not upon the whole 
caste, as she states, any more than 
the whole Christian community is 
reflected upon when Mrs. Besant 
and Mr. Herbert Burrows say cer- 
tain bard things about Jesuitism. Mr. 
Keightley endorsed all that was said 
as "accurate to the letter.” Captain 
Banon didn’t care for anyoue, but hav- 
ing been bantered Imsh-wise. thought 
somebody should be expelled. Misa 
Muller was slightly hysterical and was 
tired of being associated with people 
publicly accused aud almost—“almost 
proved to be yulgar impostors.” She 
thought Mr. Judge a “bad man.” Mr. 
Subrawanier was judicial, but ruled 
irrelevant by President Olcott. 

Dr. Hubbe Schlieden thought that 
‘*Masters” and “all the rest ofthat 
tom-foolery” were detrimental. Mr. B. 
ìl. Sasseville came from America and 
was extremely glad of it, and reminded 
the Convention that Mr. Judge, though 
he might be guilty, had done great 
work, and that America would atand by 
him. The President decided that valn- 
able time conld not be further wasted 
in desultory remarks, although they 
have all been carefully reported and 
printed, and as they had no legal power 
toact he called on Mrs. Besaut for a 
rejoinder. Brother Macorquolule’s 
panacea of passing a resolution was then 
adopted, 

Mr, Judge is called upon fur a satis- 
factory reply by Dominion Day, but tha 
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standard of satisfaction has not been 
determined. 
Nothing is said as to when Madame 


Blayatsky's pile of M.S. is to be publish- | 


ed and we have reason to believe that it 
is of more value than the “desultory | 
remarks” that we have had poured upon 
us of late. 


HERL F. SUADLING ON TOLSTOI, 


Time will not permit me to give you 
yen a sketch of all that Tolstoi has ac- 
complished, but you have all heard of 
the famine in Russia, when no fewer 
than 40,000,000 of people were sturving 
to death. Tolstoi very early in the fall | 
of the year saw that a famine was in- 
evitable. He warned the authorities 
and wrote letters to the newspapers, ad- | 
vising the anthorities as well as the | 
friends of the people to take.steps to- 
wards relieving the masses. i 
shall never forget the first time I met | 
Tolstoi. I had driven over the snowy 
steppes in a terrible snowstorm, and was | 
wondering what iuipression I should get | 
of that reruarkable man. I could only | 
think of the Count as the great Russian | 
genius, not as the friend of the monjiks. ' 

When I came to the Count’s head- 
auarters he was not at home, and I was 
taken into a barely-furpished room with 
a few plain wooden chairs in it and a 
large table at the window covered with | 
books and papers. A few minutes after- | 
wards 1 besrd the deep voice of the 
Count, aud he appeared dressed as a 
peasant. The Count greeted me with a | 
hearty shake of the hand, and then talr- 
ing me to the room I was to occupy, 
seared me oo a Chair and pulied off my 
boots. All this was such a surprise to 
me that I became speechless. I could 
not make any resistance, and I thought 
at first it was very extraordinary, but | 
on second thoughts it seemed only na- | 
tural. There was no affectation about | 
it--it was the Counte nature. Did I) 
not stand in the presence of a man who 
professed to have found the meaning of 
life in the history of Him who care not 
to be ministered to, but to give His life 
for others; in the presence of a man who | 
did not speak big words about equality 
and fraternity, but who tried toliveequal- 
ity and fraternity. So bis pulling off my 
boots tanght me more than I have learn- | 
ed from many lectures and big volumes | 
on theology. I had many opportunities | 
of witnessing the work done by Count 
Tolstoi, The great problem was to re- | 
lieve these starving millions, who had' 


nothing to live apon. They wera in 
want not only of food but of fuel also, 
and it was terribly cold. . . . His 
system was to establish eating rooms 
and the boarding out of horses. a 
I accompanied the members of Conut 
Tolstoi's family, who looked after these 
eating rooms, and I was every day the 
witness of the Count surrounded by 
bundreds of famine-stricken people. 
Nothing was more admirable than his 
remarkable patience with the people. for 
it was a trying thing every day, from 
week to week and month to moutli, to 
be surrounded by ignorant, evil-smell- 


| ing, dirty people, who did not answer 


any question which was put to thew, 


| But the Count was always kind and 


atient, a brother amoug brothers. I 
earned to love him and to see in him 
one trying to followin the footsteps of 
his Master. He did not prie himself 
upon his work—he regarded it as a wat- 
ter of course, and but as the debt of one 
mau to his fellow creatures. Persons, 
said the Count at the time, who had uot 
thought very much ou the relations be- 
tween the rich oud the poor thought that 
if the rich were compelled to give part 
of their wealth to the voor all would be 
well—that what was most important of 
all was the distribution of property. 
His opinion was that brotherly love 
alone could save mau from all kinds of 
misery. It wus not his task to say so 
and sò many thousands of people are 
starving, but to think of the salyution 
of his own soul, and to bring his life as 
nearly as possible to the dictates of his 
own vonscience, and to live his life and 
to use his powers for the service of his 
brethren.—London Daily Chronicle, 


RIGHT MEANS OF LIVELLIOOD, 

There are three questions which each 
mau can ask himself and meditate upou 
before he finally answers them, They 
are: 

1. How much do you earn ? 

2, What do you do to earn it? 

3. How do yon spend it? 

Anyone who has asked hijnself thesa 
questions and thought over the answers 
has probably felt more than half inclined 
to cut the thinking short. Especially 
if he was satisfied that he believed in 
human brotherhood as an actual fact 
and was convinced that the body of a 
buman being is the least important and 
mostignoble part of bim.—The Northera 
Theosophist. 


A GOSPEL OF ART. 


Work thou for pleasure, paint or sing or 
carve 

The thing thou lovest, thouch the body 
Starve. 


Who works for glory misses oft the goal. 
Who works for money coins his very soul. 


York for the work's sake, then, and it may be 
That these things shall be added unto thee. 
~ Kenyon Cox in Nineteenth Century. 


RELIGION AND SECULARISM. 


A writer in the "Free Review” does 
not understand the indestructible qual- 
ity of “superstition.” as be terms it. 
“In spite of the death stabs inflicted 
upon every side, in spite of the logical 
deaths it had died over and over again 
during the present century, at the 
hands of geolgists, biologists, arch- 
eOlogists and anthropolozists, com- 
parative mythologists, Biblical critics, 
Hibbert lecturers, literateurs, philoso- 
phers and other fes, superstition has, 
after a brief pause of dismay and anger, 
commenced to revive.” Would it not 
be more philosophic, seeing that this 
remarkable ‘‘recuperative power,” as 
the late Dean of Connor putit. exists in 
religion, to endeavor to arrive at the 
knowledge of what it is. Secular 
thought, in endeavoring to stamp out 
religion, is taking exactly the same 
course that religious thought formerly 
took. and perhaps would still adopt in 
trying to stamp ont scientific and 
philosophic thought. Each and all of 
them fill their place in man’s economy, 
but some men are so stupid or so 
obstinate that they will only consider 
one side of the triangle, and that from 
the outside. Theosophy gets inside and 
sees Religion, Science and Philosophy 
each filling its place; each necessary to 
the other; each one the base upon which 
the other two are erected. 


TRE CANADIAN GRANCHES, 


shanti T. S. President, Hessey W. 
Graves; Secretary, William H. Berridge, 
212 View St. Victoria, B. C. 

Mount Royal T. S. President, Louis 
Trudeau ; Secretary, Dr. James H. 
Fulton, 2444 St. Catharine St., Montreal, 
P. Q 

Toronto T.S. Presideht, Samuel L. 
Beckett; Secretary, A E. S. Sinythe, 
Medical Council Building, Toronto. 
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 


The Theosophical Society is not » 
secret or political organization. It was 
founded in New York in November, 
1875. Its objects are: 


1. To form a nucleus of a Universal 
Brotherhood of Humanity, without dis- 
tinction of race, creed, sex caste or 
color. 

2. To promote the study of Aryan and 
other Eastern literatures, religions and 
sciences, and demonstrate the impor- 
tance of that study. 

3. To investigate unexplained laws of 
nature and the psychical powers latent 
in man. 


The only essential requisite to become 
a member of the society is "To believe 
in Universal Brotherhood es a Principle, 
and ty endeayor to practise it consis- 
tently,” 


No person's religious opinions are 
asked upon his joining, nor is interfer- 
ence with them permitted; buteveryone 
is required, before alinission, to promise 
to show towards his fellow members 
the satne tolerance in this respect as he 
claims for himself 


Attendance at the following meetings 
of the Toronto Theosophical Society, 
365 Spadina Avenue, is invite: 

+ 
Sonpay, 0.45 a. m. to 10.45 a. m., Scripture 
Class. 


SUNDAY, 4 p. m, Public Meeting for students 
of Theosophy. Address and answering of 
questions. 


SONDAY, 7 pi m., Public Meeting, at which 
Theosophical Addresses and Readings are 
given by members, 


SUNDAY, 8 p. m., Class for the study of “The 
Secret Doctrine.” 

Froay, 8 p. m. to10 p. m., Public Meeting for 
the informa! discussion of the World's Re- 
ligions, Sciences and Philosophies. This 
Mecting is specially intended for thoes who 
are unacquaroted with Theosop)iluw deus, 


* 


A meeting for the members of the 
Society is held Wednesday evenings, 
Persons desiring to join the Society 
should apply to one of the officers of 
members. The entrance fee is $1.50. 
Annaal subscription, $1.00. 

Books may be had from the Society's 
library on application to the librarian. 

The programme for the ensuing month 
will be found on another page. 

The down town office of the Society 
will be found in the Medical Council 
Building, 157 Bay street, and is usually 
open between the honrs of 10 and 5, 


